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about putting some people outside in suits to blow the tail section of the Battle Module?" Carson suggested from the second row back..He wishes that he'd returned for her

and had bravely spirited her to safety. This is a ridiculously romantic."Which service?" the terminal inquired. "Communications," Fulmire answered, speaking slowly and with

his face still thoughtful. "Find Paul Lechat for me and put him through if he's free, would you. And route this via a secured channel.".He stopped for a moment to stare out

through the window while he collected his thoughts. Then he wheeled back to look first at Jean and then at Bernard, who was listening from the sofa below the wall screen.

"Anyway I know a lot of people think the way Jean does, but we could still get anti-Chironian reactions from many elements. That's what worries me. But if we set up a

liberal civil administration here now, while the opportunity presents itself, I think there's a good chance that Wellesley might accept it as a fait accompli, even if he does

declare an emergency, and go along with us when he recognizes the inevitable- which I suspect he might be beginning to do already. That would give everybody a new

tomorrow to wake up to, and they'd soon forget this whole business. But there isn't much time. That's why I skipped the meeting. Now you two can help, pretty much in the

ways we've discussed. What I'd like you to do first is-" The call tone from Lechat's compad interrupted. He looked down Instinctively at the breast pocket of his jacket.

"Excuse me for a moment.".reborn, the frightened fugitive scampered directly to him, onto his palm, up his arm, finally to a stop on his.Chapter 13.black sky and the black

land meet, where the sharper facets of quartz-rich rocks reflect the glitter of.From a pocket of his jeans, he extracts a crumpled wad of currency, including the remaining

proceeds.all mangled but still alive on the highway, and he finds my deformities so disgusting that if he dared to kiss.On their arrival, they leaned from Maddock that there

was little need for them to have bothered making the arrangements with Sirocco. Border security around Phoenix was disintegrating, with most of the SDs being pulled back

to protect the shuttle base, the barracks, and other key points, and the regular troops who were left scattered thinly along the perimeter doing little to interfere with the

civilian exodus. A whole platoon of A Company had marched away en masse while their officers could do nothing but watch helplessly, and the depleted remainder had

been merged with the remnants of B Company to bring them up to strength. More SDs were disappearing too. The only thing holding D Company together was personal

loyalty to Sirocco after his appeal a couple of weeks earlier. There wasn't really anything to prevent Chironian air vehicles from landing inside phoenix, but the Chironians

seemed to be allowing Terran rules to self-destruct and were respecting the proclaimed airspace. Maddock indicated the trees beyond the construction site just outside the

border, behind which lights were showing and Chironian fliers descending and taking off again in a steady procession. "No need for you to walk very far," he told them. "I

can call Kath and have her send a cab over. What's her number?".in a miserable voice, Aunt Gen said, "It's never this bad in the movies.".She nodded, then after a few

seconds said, "Casey will have fit!"."I know all the bemuses. No need to list them.".must be clotting ahead of them..gifts made him feel better about scheming to kill her.

Leilani seldom asked for more than paperback.What troubled Fulmire was the specter of Kalens's emerging from the midst of it all as a virtual dictator, with Borftein

supporting him and straining to be let off the leash. Every faction would see such a concentration of power as a potential battering ram to be harnessed exclusively for the

advancement of its own cause, and even more as an instrument to be denied at all costs to its rivals. In an explosive situation like that anything could happen, and Fulmire

had visions of the whole Mission tearing itself apart in internecine squabbling  with a strong possibility of bloodshed at the end of it all when frustrations boiled over. The only

force that he could see with any potential for exerting a stabilizing influence was the more moderate consensus as represented by the Mayflower l/'s population as a whole;

and Lechat, possibly, could provide a means of mobilizing it before things got out of hand..Sterm brought his fingers together in front of his face-a noble face whose proud,

Roman-emperor features crowned by laurels of curly hair combed fiat and forward concealed an underlying harshness of line from all but the most discerning--and stared at

the center of the table with large, liquid-brown, unfathomable eyes. "It would be foolish to act impulsively merely to appease our shorter term feelings," he said. He spoke in

a slow, deliberate voice and pronounced his consonants crisply. "We should proceed to move down to Franklin and to assert ourselves quietly but firmly, without

melodramatics. By their own actions the Chironians have shown themselves incapable of assuming responsibility and unworthy of anything greater than second-class

status. Their leaders have abdicated any role they might have gained for themselves in the future administration, and they will be in no position to set terms or demand

favors when they reemerge." He paused, and then turned his eyes to Howard Kalens. "It will take longer, but this way the manners that they learn will prove to be far more

lasting. The base of the iceberg that you have often talked about has already defined itself. If you look at the potential situation in the right way, some patience now could

save far more time and effort later."."She's tough, too. She knows what she can handle.".Bernard's concern changed to a deep, uneasy, suspicion as he listened. Waiters

and Hoskins were his equals in rank and duties; this could only mean that he had been left out of something deliberately. He fell quiet and said little more throughout the

meal while he brooded and wondered what the hell could be going on.
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