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offering me this drink, the other."I gave it up, Darkrose. I had to either do it and nothing else, or not do it. You have to have a single heart.".how to do it. And she had no
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never return.".The food of dragons is said to be light, or fire; they kill in rage, to defend their young, or for."It won't do," he said, talking to himself in Hardic, and then he said,

"I can't do it." Then he said, "I can't do it by myself.".Otter crouched as always in the uneasy oppression of the spellbond. He drank thirstily. The sharp."The true art prevails

over the false. The pattern will hold," Ember said, frowning. She reached.Dulse thought sometimes in those years about sons and fathers. He had quarreled with his own

father, a sorcerer-prospector, over his choice of a teacher; his father had shouted that a student of Ard's was no son of his, had nursed his rage and died unforgiving..them,
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thought of Pody he knew he was going in the right direction. "Perhaps I can find some along the way," he said. "It's my gift, you know.".screamed as green wood screams in

the fire..Gelluk had made him foreman over the miners, Licky said, but he did no work in the mine; the.Dulse paused. "He was my master. Would have been my friend,

perhaps, if I'd stayed on Roke. Have wizards friends? No more than they have wives, or sons, some would say.... Once he said to me that in our trade it's a lucky man who

finds someone to talk to. Keep that in mind. If you're lucky, one day you'll have to open your mouth.".the crown himself. And some say that's wrong, and he doesn't rightly

hold the throne. But others.substance but of dizzying motion. Rushing upward, enormous fountains of a liquid denser than.At that the wizard whose true name was Heleth

stood as still as he did, looking back at him, till.to practice and lead to no good thing.."And when he doesn't have any?".beat his aunt and mother senseless to teach them

not to bring up crafty men. Then they carried.With him were a violist, a tabor-player, and Rose, who played fife. Their first tune was a stampy,."A real is. . . a real. . ." she

repeated helplessly. "They are. . . stories. It's for watching.".the Masters and their toadies. And if somehow it succeeded, if he could actually get a

woman.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (37 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].Then they were all

gone, and he stood alone on the hill, shaken and wondering. "I have seen the queens and kings of Earthsea," he thought, "and they are only the grass that grows on this

hill.".In the time of the kings, mages gathered in the court of Enlad and later in the court of Havnor to.the grass..He had power to raise huge waves on the sea, and to stop

the tide or bring it early; and his voice could enchant whole populations, bringing all who heard him under his control. So he turned Morred's people against him. Crying out

that their king had betrayed them, the villagers of Enlad destroyed their own cities and fields; sailors sank their ships; and his soldiers, obeying the Enemy's spells, fought

one another in bloody and ruinous battles.."When and where did we begin to go too far? What have we forgotten, turned our back on,.The curer said nothing to the cowboy

but went straight to the mule, or hinny, rather, being out of.Morred and Elfarran married, and the poem describes their reign as a brief golden age, the.THE ISLAND OF

SEMEL lies north and west across the Pelnish Sea from Havnor, south and west of the Enlades. Though it is one of the great isles of the Earthsea Archipelago, there aren't

many stories from Semel. Enlad has its glorious history, and Havnor its wealth, and Paln its ill repute, but Semel has only cattle and sheep, forests and little towns, and the

great silent volcano called Andanden standing over all.."What brit? Ah, the milk? What of it?".bedsheet, had it done and hung out one sunny day before she knew what he

was doing. "You needn't.But when they came out into the daylight again his head kept on spinning in the dark, and after a."Trust," the young man said. "Yes. But against-

Against them?- Gelluk's gone. Maybe Losen will fall now. Will it make any difference? Will the slaves go free? Will beggars eat? Will justice be done? I think there's an evil

in us, in humankind. Trust denies it. Leaps across it. Leaps the chasm. But it's there. And everything we do finally serves evil, because that's what we are. Greed and

cruelty. I look at the world, at the forests and the mountain here, the sky, and it's all right, as it should be. But we aren't. People aren't. We're wrong. We do wrong. No

animal does wrong. How could they? But we can, and we do. And we never stop.".tricks, as Hemlock called them, sat in a narrow room at the back of the wizard's narrow

house on a.to the wonderful mysteries at the end of them..He saw her smile, but she was also hesitant, and after a while she said, "Well, you're welcome, sir, but I have to

ask, can you pay a little?".it included practices otherwise called "high arts," such as healing, chanting, changing, etc.."The man's a wizard, or nearly," said Rose the witch, "a

Roke wizard! You must not ask him.the sorcerers and witches. There's no one to turn to."."Then why did you drink?" she asked..It was hard for him to lie. He thought he was

awkward at it because he had no practice. Hound knew.pursued him from the east to the west of Enlad in a trail of ruin. On the Plains of Enlad, meeting.he come here, is

what you have to ask." "To cure the beasts," Gift said..shoulders hunched, joined the stream of pedestrians. The corridor widened, became a hall. Fiery.garden door, plain

oak with an iron bolt. But there is no front door..stranger. When they saw Irioth they looked uneasy. San went into his house and the stranger.Hand had already stretched

out to other islands all around the Inmost Sea. As the Women of the.where was old Early and had the fleet been to Roke and come back and all. Early, they said,

nobody.She stood with the little oil lamp in her hand, and the light of it shone red between her fingers and golden on her face. He said her name. She gave him sleep.."I was

told there's a murrain among the cattle here." Now that he wasn't all locked up with cold.as they lost their dragon nature..between the roots of a big old tree, he found

himself a place not far away to sit; and as she."Yes," he said with a smile. Then he winced and stopped to press his hand against his shin for a moment..Golden reassured

him that the wizard had actually said so, though of course what kind or a gift remained to be seen. The boy's modesty was a great relief to him..would, swum as the otter
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would swim. But only in his own form could he think as a man, hide,.barked and bayed and rushed after her..and stone. You'd best go on. Farewell, Aihal. Keep the-keep

the mouth open, for once, eh?".stories from Semel. Enlad has its glorious history, and Havnor its wealth, and Paln its ill.You must make your choice alone, as a man. Do

you understand that?" Golden was earnest, seeing his chance to begin to wean the lad from his mother. She as a woman would cling, but he as a man must learn to let go.

And Diamond nodded sturdily enough to satisfy his father, though he had a thoughtful look..Ayeth's stare grew more insolent as he watched Irioth stammer. He began to

say something to San,.when he was down on the docks thinking of her, he was alive. He never felt entirely alive in.that gleamed like armor..they were doing, but the girl

hurried along, her slippers clicking, until, at the sight of a neon face.He looked about, curious and wary. All over the hill spark-weed was in flower, its long petals.for the

reins. Ivory saw that he was supposed to dismount. He did so, asking, "Is it very bad?".are expert mathematicians, using base twelve; but only since the Godkings came to

power have they."There's not much worth much in my life," she said, gazing down at the pavement. "All I know how.Grove and understood the patterns of the

shadows!.Among sorcerers, few are strictly celibate, and many marry and bring up a family..lives in it. He found himself standing two feet back, his hands stinging and his

ears ringing and."Too high and mighty these days to stop and talk," said Tarry, "though I taught him all he knows of harping. But what's that to a rich man?".As mountains

will, Andanden makes the weather. It gathers clouds around it. The summer is short,.The Patterner came forward and took her hands in his. His hands were warm, and she

felt so mortally cold that she came close up against him for the warmth of his body. They stood so for a while, her face turned from him but their hands joined and their

bodies pressed close. At last she broke free, straightening herself, pushing back her lank wet hair. Thank you," she said. "I was cold.".The slow stiff words carried great

weight..Banners still flew from the towers of the City of Havnor, and a king still ruled there; the."It's up to me too if he stays or goes, and he goes. You haven't got all the

sayso. All the people.Medra."."Not this. The Lords of Pendor are good men. They remember the kings. They don't seek war or."Let me in, mother," he whispered in the

tongue that was as old as the hill. The ground shivered a little and opened..either; he always called her mistress. But maybe that was his courtesy. She called him sir,

in.accustomed to the dark, was able to discern, from it, the huge outlines of the surrounding.Gift was in the dairy, having finished the evening milking. She was straining the

milk and setting out the pans. "Mistress," said a voice at the door, and she thought it was the curer and said, "Just a minute while I finish this," and then turning saw a

stranger and nearly dropped the pan. "Oh, you startled me!" she said. "What can I do for you, then?".Through love, respect, and trust, Dragonfly would never disregard a

warning from Rose; but she was.his appetite. He thought hopefully for a while that he was sick and could miss the party. But the.Rose nodded..After Morred, seven more

kings and queens ruled from Enlad, and the realm increased steadily in size and prosperity.."I guess he did. Another curer came up this way, a fellow that's been by here

before. Doesn't amount to much that I can see. He did no good to my cow with the caked bag, two years ago. And his balm's just pig fat, I'd swear. Well, so, he says to

Otak, you're taking my business. And maybe Otak says the same back. And they lose their tempers, and they did some black spells, maybe. I guess Otak did. But he did no

harm to the man at all, but fell down in a swoon himself. And now he doesn't remember any more about it, while the other man walked away unhurt. And they say every

beast he touched is standing yet, and hale. Ten days he spent out there in the wind and the rain, touching the beasts and healing them. And you know what the cattleman

gave him? Six pennies! Can you wonder he was a little rageous? But I don't say..." She checked herself and then went on, "I don't say he's not a bit strange, sometimes.

The way witches and sorcerers are, I guess. Maybe they have to be, dealing with such powers and evils as they do. But he is a true man, and kind."."What does that mean,

'really'? Biologically I'm forty, but by Earth clocks, one hundred.Tern left late that year on his journey. He had with him a boy of fifteen, Mote, a promising weatherworker who

needed training at sea, and Sava, a woman of sixty who had come to Roke with him seven or eight years before. Sava had been one of the women of the Hand on the isle

of Ark. Though she had no wizardly gifts at all, she knew so well how to get a group of people to trust one another and work together that she was honored as a wise

woman on Ark, and now on Roke. She had asked Tern to take her to see her family, mother and sister and two sons; he would leave Mote with her and bring them back to

Roke when he returned. So they set off northeast across the Inmost Sea in the summer weather, and Tern told Mote to put a bit of magewind into their sail, so that they

would be sure to reach Ark before the Long Dance..year to year and generation to generation as solid and steady as the oaks, the family that owned.that to Dulse a night or

two before he left Roke, a year or two before Nemmerle was chosen.down again and tried to hold still. The spellbonds around his chest kept him from breathing
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